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Commercial operation of the Mikhajlovsky iron ore deposit has adversely impacted every 

component of the natural environment of the region. It has resulted in significant alteration of the 
hydrographic network and regime of rivers within the affected area. The rivers suffering the direct 
influence from the Mikhajlovsky GOK tailing storage and open pit have been studied in details, namely 
the rivers: Bely Named, Chern, Ryasnik, Rechitsa, Pesochnaya and their tributaries. Calculations and 
research performed have proved the significant influence of the Mikhajlovsky GOK facilities on the local 
surface waters, regime of rivers and rivers' specific discharge during low stream flow period of a year.  
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